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Welcome to Uptown.
Where risk meets reward. Where creative masters and 

scientific geniuses produce global solutions. Uptown is a 
Midwest hub for world-class academic medicine and future-
facing research, and where high-growth sectors take root.  

I N T R O D U C T I O N
Uptown Cincinnati is a diverse and vibrant urban area adjacent to downtown 

Cincinnati. It is made up of six neighborhoods, five major medical and research 

institutions, and an eclectic array of small businesses. Uptown is capturing new 

growth as the Cincinnati market continues to expand. Uptown Consortium, Inc. (UCI) 

members and community leaders have come together to form a cohesive vision 

centered on the common themes of innovation and opportunity. 

The Uptown Innovation Corridor is Greater Cincinnati’s newest, best development 

and economic opportunity. And it’s happening right now.

Uptown Cincinnati 
is where people 
come to  get well, 
stay healthy, 
collaborate, create 
and  connect.
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U P T O W N  B Y 
T H E  N U M B E R S

V I S I O N
• Provide the opportunity to 

proactively enhance the MLK and 

Reading Road corridor, improving 

the function and feel of the space 

for residents and businesses alike.

• Create a strategy and provide the 

tools to achieve a mix of land use, 

transportation infrastructure, and 

urban design.

• Guide investments that enhance 

the existing institutions and 

neighborhoods in relation to the 

impact of the MLK interchange.

• Reflect the community’s vision 

for a vibrant, diverse, healthy and 

growing mixed-use corridor within 

the Cincinnati region. 

6 neighborhoods
form a diverse and urban area with  
numerous area small businesses

5 major medical 
and research 
institutions
including the nationally acclaimed 
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden

51,000  
employees
working within the adjacent 
downtown area

$3B
in annual salaries

$11.6B
in annual economic impact

The Uptown Innovation Corridor is located in Uptown Cincinnati, approximately 

one mile north of the heart of downtown Cincinnati. The corridor is centered on 

the new I-71 interchange at Martin Luther King Drive, and extends north and 

south along MLK and Reading Road to link with the Uptown anchor institutions. 

L O C A T I O N
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C O M M U N I T Y
From small business and neighborhood support to the development of the MLK 

interchange and future catalytics projects, UCI drives collaboration, alignment 

and community benefit for all projects and outcomes.

Inclusion and community engagement are at the core of UCI’s vision for 

excellence. The entire community, from anchor institutions to residents, all 

play an active and integral role in energizing, influencing and evolving UCI’s 

vision of innovation and opportunity. 

A B O U T  C I N C I N N A T I

#1  Most Cost-Friendly 
           Business Location Among
           Large U.S. Cities - KPMG

#1  Fastest-growing 
           Economy in the Midwest 
           - U.S. Government

#1  Best City for New 
           College Grads - Smart Asset

#5  Best City To Relocate 
                  To In The U.S. - Huffington Post

#10  Best City for Commuting
             - Trulia

MLK/READING ROAD CORRIDOR STUDY
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The Uptown Innovation Corridor is integrated into 

six distinct, diverse neighborhoods. The new I-71 

interchange provides easy access to downtown 

Cincinnati and surrounding communities, and an 

upgraded street grid and metro transit hub make 

traveling from and through Uptown fast and efficient. 

Uptown is also near both the Cincinnati/Northern 

Kentucky International Airport (15 miles) and 

Cincinnati Municipal Airport: Lunken Field (3 miles).

C O N N E C T I V I T Y

The result will be a mixed-use urban district that stimulates private 
investment, helps retain and expand existing local employment and 
attracts new jobs and spin-off business opportunities. Flexible housing 
choices, retail spaces and hotels will be integrated into new commercial 
development, from corporate offices to collaborative working space and 
research labs. 

K N O W L E D G E 
C L U S T E R S
Development will be catalyzed 

through the creation of “Knowledge 

Clusters,” state-of-the-art research 

and development centers intended 

to attract and support innovative 

companies seeking partnerships and 

proximity to the University of Cincinnati 

and the Uptown research and medical 

community. 

COLLABORATE

CREATE

CONNECT
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The Uptown Anchor District surrounding 

the Innovation Corridor is not only where 

smart people come to work, it is where 

a diverse, vibrant community of creative 

and innovative people make their home. 

The Corridor’s footprint touches some 

of Cincinnati’s most diverse and historic 

residential neighborhoods with an urban 

design plan that promotes open space 

and appealing streetscapes.

Within walking distance of the Uptown 

Innovation Corridor are more than 51,000 

employees working together to solve 

complex challenges in Southwest Ohio’s 

second largest employment hub and 

its center of learning and health care. 

Uptown is home to the highest 
concentration of MDs and PhDs in 
the region. 

COLLABORATE CREATE
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CONNECT
In total, Uptown Cincinnati is home to 

more than 800 businesses, including 

everything from hospitals and hotels, 

to restaurants and retail. These include 

the region’s only Level One trauma 

unit (University Medical Center), one 

of the region’s main tourist attractions 

(Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden), 

a 90-acre urban park (Burnet Woods), 

live music venues, world class film and 

theatre, nationally ranked sports teams 

and a wide variety of eclectic shops, 

boutiques and dining options.



L O C A T I O N  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

870,000 sq. ft.
Retail Demand In Primary Market

1,045,000 sq. ft.
Existing Retail In Primary Market Area

1,100-1,400 Dwelling Units 
Long-Term Residential Demand

• Close proximity to Uptown’s research
   and nationally ranked medical systems

• Less than 7 minutes from downtown 
   Cincinnati

• Only 15 miles from the Cincinnati/Northern
   Kentucky International Airport
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The Corridor includes nearly 44 acres of prime, urban 
sites supporting two million square feet of potential 
large scale development space.

The first location opportunity is the Uptown Gateway project, a 

landmark, mixed-use development with high visibility on I-71.  

The project features two office buildings totaling over 300,000 

square feet and a 200-key hotel in the first phase. 

As Cincinnati re-urbanizes, Uptown is well positioned to capture 

growth in residential demand from households who prefer to 

live in close-in, walkable neighborhoods. Market analysis of 

Uptown indicates that residential development is economically 

feasible and supportive of existing neighborhood vitality.

Additional development is already well underway along other 

areas of the Corridor, including the 1819 UC Innovation Center 

and a new home for the UC Gardner Neuroscience Institute. 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center recently 

completed a $205 million Clinical Sciences Pavilion featuring 

415,000 square feet of modern basic and clinical research 

lab space, specifically designed to promote collaboration 

across disciplines and encourage interaction among basic, 

translational and clinical investigators. 



From medicine to aerospace; from environment to patient 
care; Uptown’s boundless intellectual resources create an 

ecology of global influence. 

The Uptown Innovation Corridor:  
Greater Cincinnati’s newest, best  

development and economic opportunity.  
And it’s happening right now.
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A B O U T  U P T O W N  C O N S O R T I U M ,  I N C .  [ U C I ]

For more information about  
growth opportunities with  

Uptown Consortium, contact: 

Beth Robinson, CEcD

President & CEO

(513) 861-8726

brobinson@uptownconsortium.org

www.uptowncincinnati.com

The Uptown Consortium, Inc. is a non-profit community 
development corporation founded in 2004 by Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center, Cincinnati Zoo & 
Botanical Garden, TriHealth, University of Cincinnati and 
UC Health, dedicated to the long-term sustainability of 
Uptown Cincinnati.

UCI has made more than $200 million in direct 
investments, which has induced over $1 billion in total 
and related development with our many member and 
private development partners—spurring more than 
900,000 sq. ft. of office space, 350,000 sq. ft. of retail 
space and 2,700 new housing units. 

The vision put forth in this document was created through 
the collaborative effort of a broad base of stakeholders, 
including representatives from the City of Cincinnati, UCI 
members, and transportation services, as well as local 
small business owners and community leaders. Content 
provided by GBBN, MKSK, and Sasaki & Associates.
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